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The Chapel seeks to be positive

community influence

A look inside the new atrium at The Chapel, 520 66th St., Niagara Falls.

Continued from Page 1

direct people who are visiting for
the first time or just beginning to
identify with our church.”

“It’s a great, great space for us,”
he said, noting The Chapel is also
developing a plan for an outdoor
patio with additional café seating
areas.

Since having a soft-opening
two weekends ago, “There’s just
been noise here — people hanging
around,” Cushing gushed. “My
dad’s 89. But he’s sitting over
here with a fellow 89-year-old af-
ter the service, having a coffee
and a muffin.

“People aren’t leaving as
quickly. Because once you leave
the worship center, you’re walk-
ing down the hallway and you’re
gone. Now, families are hanging
out here a little bit. ...

“It just gives more opportunity
for people to interact with one an-
other.”

Having this community connec-
tion point “opens up opportunities
for just so many things to happen
here,” Cushing said. “Midweek
stuff. We want to have a group in
here, whether it’s church-related
or just using it for the community.
We can do both those things.”

“People are just excited that
it’s open,” he said. “We want this
space to partner with other min-
istries that are doing things in
the Falls here. We don’t have all
the answers, but we’ve got some
space. So, if people need to use it
to help their ministry, we're inter-
ested in partnerships.”

Cushing added, “This isn’t
about the building. It's not even
about the staff. It's about the peo-
ple of God loving our community
here. ...

“That’s what we’re about: com-
munity. Because you can’t do it
alone. You can try — and you can
be pretty good for awhile. But it’s
not what we want for people. So,
this allows us to do what we're af-
ter, which is to have people in the
community growing in Christ.”
An ‘interesting ride’ getting

to this opportunity

Cushing is from Canada and
lives in Niagara Falls, Ontario.
He’s been at the site in Niagara
Falls, New York, since it first
opened. He initially served as the
music minister before taking over
pastoral duties from Jonathan
Drake, who is now The Chapel
communications director.

“I've been involved in music
ministry for most of my adult life,”
Cushing said. “Vocationally, I'm a
teacher. I taught in public school
for 25 years. All through those
years, I've been involved in music
ministry, and, I guess, the last 14
years at The Chapel. And then only

See: The Chapel continues

to revive former Niagara

Catholic High School site
on Page 6

recently, I've moved to full-time
vocational ministry, as the campus
pastor. I was fulltime vocational
ministry in music, but then I just
transitioned into the campus pas-
tor role. But I still do lead worship
on Sundays, because I enjoy doing
that — and it’s a chance for me to
lead the people in a different way.”

Cushing called his first year at
the helm “an interesting ride, be-
ing a teacher and involved in min-
istry, and then making the switch
to full-time ministry. You know,
it’s almost like starting a new ca-
reer, now, as a campus pastor.

“So, lots of changes in the last
number of years for me; but I'm
excited for what God’s doing at
Niagara Falls, especially, but in
our church, as well. Just the part-
nerships that he’s allowing me
to develop, even with the local
schools around there.”

The Chapel is working with the
Niagara Falls School District, as
well as neighborhood elementary
schools.

“We've got some good relation-
ships with both Harry Abate and
with Cataract,” Cushing said.
“We’re looking forward to greater
community connection with the
people that live near our campus.
And we feel like we're getting
access to do that just with part-
nerships with the school board,
which has been really encourag-
ing to us. Mark Laurie has been
a good supporter of us, as the
superintendent with the school
board, and allowing us to connect
with the principals. And then the
principals just have been great,
too, allowing us to come along-
side them, encourage them and
support them in different ways.”

“We're for Niagara Falls,” he
said.

The Chapel Lead Pastor Jerry
Gillis said, “We are so grateful
to have a presence in the great
city of Niagara Falls. The expan-
sion of our campus allows us to
not only bring spiritual help and
encouragement to more fami-
lies, but also the opportunity to
expand our partnerships in the
community at large.”

Visit The Chapel at 520 66th
St., Niagara Falls, where services
are held at 9 and 11 a.m. Sundays.
Chapel Students meets from 6:30-
9 p.m. each Wednesday through-
out the school year.

For more information, visit
https://thechapel.com/ and
https://thechapel.churchcenter.
com/pages/niagara-falls-campus.

The National Transportation
Safety Board is investigating a
plane crash that occurred Satur-
day in the River Region.

Per the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration, “A single-engine
Cessna 208B crashed near Lake
Road in Youngstown, New York,
around 12:50 p.m. local time on
Saturday, July 20. The pilot, and
only person on board, was con-
ducting parachute operations.
The FAA and National Transpor-
tation Safety Board will investi-
gate. The NTSB will be in charge
of the investigation and will pro-
vide any updates.”

NTSB noted, “Under federal
law, the NTSB is responsible for
investigating and determining the
probable cause of every civil avia-
tion accident in the United States
(and certain public use aircraft,
such as those owned by state and
municipal governments). The
NTSB also investigates accidents
in the other modes of transporta-
tion such as rail, highway, marine
and pipeline.

“The NTSB is an independent
federal agency and is not affili-
ated with the U.S. Department
of Transportation or any of its
modal agencies, such as the

99

The paper industry plants more than
it harvests and today there are 25%
more trees in the developed world
than in 1900. Paper is biodegradable,
renewable, and sustainable. Growing
and harvesting trees provides jobs
while forestry plantations provide
clean air, clean water, wildlife habitat
and carbon storage. A decline in the
demand for paper products risks a
decline in sustainable managed re-
growth forests. Use print, it is tangible,
it is effective in getting your message
across and when recycled it will
come back to us as paper or board.
In 1992 there was 360% more wood
in the forest than in 1920. 60% of
paper today is recycled compared to
18% of electronic devices. Reading a
newspaper everyday spends 20% less
carbon-dioxide than reading an online
news source for 30 minutes a day.
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FREE Concerts 2024

Fridags
6: 30pm to 8:50pm
(ramn or shmcf

Falkner Park Paw"lon,
Youngstown

AUGUST2
Joe and the Schmoes

AUGUST 9
Emerald Isle
AUGUST 16

The Taverners

AUGUST 23
Waterstreet Quartet

Concert series is made possible by generous
contributions made in memory of former
Mayor Neil C. Riordan by many friends
and businesses who knew how much
the concert series meant to Neil.

This ad co-sponsored by
Niagara Frontier Publications Tribune/Sentinel

Federal Aviation Administration.
The FAA is automatically a party
to all NTSB aviation investiga-
tions.”

On July 20, at approximately
11:40 a.m. the Niagara County
Sheriff’s Office communications
center began receiving 911 calls
reporting a plane crash on the Ni-
agara Scenic Parkway northeast
of the Fort Niagara State Park.
The crash was also reported to
have started a brush fire around
the crash site. Niagara County
Sheriff’s Office deputies, New
York State Troopers, Town of Lew-
iston Police and New York State
Park Police officers responded to
the scene. The Youngstown Vol-
unteer Fire Co. was also on scene
to extinguish the fires.

The pilot was identified as
Melanie Georger, age 26, from
the Town of Tonawanda. She
was allegedly flying on behalf of
Skydive the Falls. The NCSO re-
ported the aircraft had released
all divers and was heading back
to land when it crashed. The pi-
lot was the only person onboard

LEWISTON-PORTER L
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NTSB leading crash investigation

at the time of the crash and was
killed.

Notification was made to the
Federal Aviation Administration
and the National Transportation
Safety Board. The scene was im-
mediately secured pending in-
vestigation.

Officials at Skydive the Falls
expressed their sadness on the
loss of Georger, whom they de-
scribed as “the best of the best.”
The pilot was expected to be part
of a Skydive the Falls display lat-
er that afternoon at the Town of
Porter Summerfest.

“We are devastated at the loss
of Melanie Georger,” a Facebook
post stated. “She was our family,
our pilot, our quarterback who
lead our team. She wasn'’t just a
pilot but an aviator. The best of
the best. No words can help cope
with this tragedy. She will be
dearly missed. We love you and
will always miss you. You were a
legend and legends never die.”

Information courtesy of the
FAA, NTSB and Niagara County
Sheriff’s Office.
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SHARE YOUR MESSAGE CALL US AT 716-7773-7676

Jutheran Church of the Messiah

Pastor Timothy Anas P
915 Oneida Street, Lewiston g
716-754-4944 e

www.messiahlewiston.org

Worship with us at 9:15am Live Streaming
Visit us on Facebook
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SWEET CORN « TOMATOES
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o
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IN THE SQUARE

Pick up your copy of the Niagara County Tribune/Sentinel at|

535 Division St. Twin City Highway
North Tonawanda - 716-693-2802

DAILY! SUN: 7AM - 7PM

VIS US @0 k= WS [FEIR
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themarketinthesquare.com

LOCAL FAMILY OWNED & INDEPENDENTLY OPERATED

MON - SAT: 7AM - 9PM

“Lon & Friends™

hosted by Lori Caso

July 29th - August 11th
Mon 3am, 10am, 3pm - Wed 4am, 4pm, 10pm

Sat 3:30am, 5:30pm « Sun 11:30am, 10pm

LCTV Channel 1301

Thur 3am, 10pm « Fri 10:30am

Guests' Marthe nd
Heart Love & Soul

The Granite Shop
716-402-1046

NIAGARA FRONTIER PUBLICATIONS

@ TRIBUNE/SENTINEL

DISPATCH » PENNYSAVER
wnypapers.com

A Milestone Video Production. Made possible by funds from...

y7ors

Friendly Markets
906 CENTER ST., LEWISTON

Shine Studio

Ask for Toni
716-297-0181
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